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“I thank God for making me a man. [Martin] Delany thanks Him for making him a Black man.”  

– Frederick Douglass 
 
“Yes, the peoples of the free colored nations are our natural friends: their growing strength is also ours. When the                    
Ambassador from India is Jim Crowed in Texas, and when the Finance Minister of Ghana is Jim Crowed in                   
Delaware, they and their people feel exactly as we do…they know that the President and the Secretary of State                   
make no apology or restitution to the 16 millions of others—the American Indians, the Mexican-Americans, the                
Puerto Ricans and people of Asian descent—who are insulted and outraged in this “Land of the Free.” And so it                    
is that the colored peoples, two-thirds of all mankind, are shouting that the Walls of Jericho must come tumbling                   
down.”  

– Paul Robeson, Here I Stand 
 

“We believe that the Negro people, as a race, have a contribution to make to civilization and humanity, which no                    
other race can make.”  

–W.E.B. Du Bois, “The Conservation of Races” 
BRIEF OVERVIEW:  
In the past two decades, historians of the Atlantic have used the transnational perspective to map                
transatlantic connections among people of African descent. This perspective has in turn            
transformed the understanding of the collective, and differences in, history of the African             
Diaspora. Some historians have emphasized the historical intersection of Black claims to human             
rights and transatlantic antislavery campaigns. Given that this struggle for freedom, dignity and             
citizenship spanned the entire Atlantic, its roots are both local and global, and therefore              
transnational in its outlook. The purpose of this colloquium is to provide an intensive exploration               
of these multiple geographical nodes and their many historical dimensions. In this regard,             
particular attention will be given to approaches in the transnational roots of African-American             
radical political thought in U.S history.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
The Black Radical Tradition will be the primary lens through which the course focuses on the                
racial, migratory and gendered experience of African-Americans from the late eighteenth,           
nineteenth, to the mid-twentieth centuries. Because it spans a vast historiographical sweep of the              
literature, the course will not follow the sequence of contact, conquest, and dispossession that              
forged the Black Radical Tradition of the Atlantic world. Instead, those parts are integrated within               
a larger synthesis that covers, thematically, the transnational currents in African-American history            
in the Atlantic. To do this, the course develops questions that address the fusion and overlaps in                 
the history of African-American radical thought. This same approach provides for an inquiry into              
the historical genealogy, the practices, and the ideologies of U.S Black transnationalism within the              
African Diaspora. One of the main tasks is to conduct a sustained historical analysis of the                
systematic transnational currents that situated African-American activism within the Atlantic world           
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and ask new transnational and comparative questions: To what extent did African-American            
activism reach across U.S national boundary to mirror, or diverge from, other national political              
cultures and movements? How did African-American women participate in transnational          
antislavery activism or challenge their exclusion from that arena? How did ideas about women’s              
rights emerged as an integral feature of transatlantic political movements and debates over slavery              
and antislavery in the nineteenth century? What creative adaptations have African-Americans           
employed in the face of social, cultural and political change surrounding transatlantic slavery and              
resistance? How has the transnational crossing of cultures and borders shaped political and cultural              
narrative in Black political consciousness? How did African-Americans move away from the            
nation-state context of the U.S to address the problems of democracy, racism, and Black              
citizenship more globally?  
 
Through these questions, students may expect sustained attention to the dynamics of the political              
exchange between Afro-Caribbean—especially Haiti and the Anglophone Caribbean—and        
African-Americans as well as the two-way influences that pushed these varied peoples toward each              
other. The penultimate objective of this course to understand the historical uses of new and old                
practices, responses, and lineages in customs that African-Americans and the African Diaspora            
developed together and apart when resisting forms of European colonialism and oppression. The             
selected readings are comparative and transnational in scope. By bringing together an array of              
transnational scholarship on African-Americans, the course invites students advance our          
understandings of the complex issues raised in the historiography by formulating their own set of               
questions and answers about the historical roots of African-American political thought in the span              
of U.S transnational history. The course also challenges students to go beyond the traditional              
national boundaries they are accustomed to in their training. The diversity and vibrancy of these               
readings do not lend themselves easily to being contained within one syllabus. Nevertheless, these              
writings invite and impel students to consider African-American political activism within a            
transnational context, viewing their ideas and movements as integral features of transatlantic            
political debates over slavery, emancipation and women’s rights.  
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: The final grade will be a cumulative of the following 
requirements:  

● Attendance and Class Participation (15%) 
● Discussion Posts:  (15%) 
● Assignment #1: 4-5 Page Comparative Book Review: (15%) 
● Assignment #2: Final Paper: 

A 20-25 page Combined Historiography (35%) 
This paper should evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the existing scholarship as it 
relates to the subject or set of questions of interest to the author. The paper stands alone 
as 40% of the final grade for the course.  

● Assignment #3: Departmental Symposium Presentation (20%). An all-day symposium 
organized for students to present their thoughts on the general state of knowledge of the 
field to graduate colleagues and professors.  

REQUIRED READING: Articles and Chapters from Books 
The Readings listed below are all required. Copies of documents, articles and book chapters can be 
found online via Google Scholar, Library Portal, or through email to seminar participants.  
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1. Stephanie Smallwood. 2008. Saltwater Slavery: A Middle Passage from Africa to American 

Diaspora. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.  
2. Sidbury, James. 2007. Becoming African in America: Race and Nation in the Early Black 

Atlantic. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
3. Winston James. 1998. Holding Aloft the Banner of Ethiopia: Caribbean radicalism in Early             

Twentieth-Century America. New York, NY: Verso Press.  
4. Kathryn Kish Sklar and James Brewer Stewart. 2007. Eds., Women’s Rights and 

Transatlantic Antislavery in the Era of Emancipation. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton 
University Press. 

5. GILROY, P. (1993). The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness. Cambridge, 
Mass, Harvard University Press.  

6. Robinson, Cedric J. 1983. Black Marxism: The Making of the Black Radical Tradition. 
Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press.  

 
 

SCHEDULE OF DISCUSSIONS: 
 
WEEK 1: Origins and Beginnings:  
Transatlantic Slavery and Resistance 

● Stephanie Smallwood. 2008. Saltwater Slavery: A Middle Passage from Africa to American 
Diaspora. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.  

● Sidbury, James. 2007. Becoming African in America: Race and Nation in the Early Black Atlantic. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

● Philip D. Morgan. (1997). “The Cultural Implications of the Atlantic Slave Trade: African 
Regional Origins, American Destinations and New World Developments. Slavery and 
Abolition, 18:1, 122-145.  

Black Transnational Creole Cultures:  
● Hall, Gwendolyn Midlo. 1992. Africans in Colonial Louisiana the Development of Afro-Creole 

Culture in the Eighteenth Century. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press. 
● Ira Berlin. “Time, Space, and the Evolution of Afro-Amerian Society on British Mainland 

North America. The American Historical Review, Vol. 85, No. 1 (Feb., 1980), pp. 44-78.  
Transnationalism in Black Radical Thought: 

● GILROY, P. (1993). The black Atlantic: modernity and double consciousness. Cambridge, Mass, 
Harvard University Press.  

● Robinson, Cedric J. 1983. Black Marxism: The making of the Black Radical Tradition. Chapel 
Hill: University of North Carolina Press.  

WEEK 2: Transnational Currents: The Caribbean & the U.S 
Read Selections from:  

● AHR 2006 Roundtable 
● OAH 2017 Annual Meeting Panel: “Circulations and Articulations of American          

Belonging in the Post-Emancipation Caribbean:” 
Papers in this panel explore the ways migrants from the United States experienced,             
negotiated, and rearticulated political belonging within Caribbean spaces during the          
decades following emancipation. When it comes to the Caribbean, the historiographies of            
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U.S. diplomatic history, African-American history, and migration history have largely          
focused on American military intervention in the region, Afro-diasporic connections, and           
migrations from the Caribbean to the United States. This panel adds a new dimension to               
these historiographies by demonstrating the ways that American migrations to Haiti, the            
Dominican Republic, and Panama reshaped political institutions and meanings of          
American citizenship at home and abroad.  

Panelists: Prof. Martha S. Jones (Chair, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor), Prof. W. Frank              
Robinson (Commentator, Vanderbilt University), Wes Alcenat (Columbia/MIT), Christina        
Davidson (Duke), Allison Powers Useche (Columbia University)  
 

● Winston James. 1998. Holding Aloft the Banner of Ethiopia: Caribbean radicalism in Early             
Twentieth-Century America. New York, NY: Verso Press.  

● Demetrius Eudell. 2002. The Political Langauges of Emancipation in the British Caribbean and the              
U.S South. Chapel Hill: UNC Press.  

 
Week 3: African America and Haiti: Heritage and Problems of Legacy 

● Dixon, Chris. 2000. African America and Haiti: emigration and Black Nationalism in the nineteenth 
century. Westport, Conn: Greenwood Press. 

● Pamphile, Léon Dénius. 2001. Haitians and African Americans a heritage of tragedy and hope. 
Gainesville: University Press of Florida. 

 
Assignment #1: Symposium Paper Proposal Due (include working title and preliminary bibliography) 
Week 4: Transatlantic Sisterhood: Abolitionism and Feminism 

● Pamela Scully and Diana Paton. 2006. Eds., Gender and Slave Emancipation in the Atlantic 
World. Durham: Duke University Press.  

● Selections From: Kathryn Kish Sklar and James Brewer Stewart. 2007. Eds., Women’s 
Rights and Transatlantic Antislavery in the Era of Emancipation. Princeton, New Jersey: 
Princeton University Press. 

o Ch. 7:  Julie Winch. Sarah Forten’s Anti-Slavery Networks 
o Ch. 8: Jean Fagin Yellin. Incidents Aborad: Harriet Jacobs and the Transatlantic Movement 
o Ch. 10: Carla L. Peterson. Literary Transnationalism and Diasporic History: Frances 

Watkins Harper’s “Fancy Sketches,” 1859-60 
o Ch. 11: Kathryn Kish Sklar. “The Throne of My Heart”: Religion, Oratory, and 

Transatlantic Community in Angelina Grimke’s Launching of Women’s Rights, 1828-1838.  
o Ch. 12: Deborah A. Logan. The Redemption of a Heretic: harriet Martineau and 

Anglo-American Abolitionism 
o Ch. 2: Judith Resnik. Sisterhood, Slavery and Sovereignty: Transnational Antislavery Work 

and Women’s Rights Movements in the U.S During the Twentieth Century  
 
Week 5: Emigres and Exiles: Transnational Biographies 

o Ch. 17 in Sklar and Stewart’s Women’s Rights and Transatlanitc Slavery: Jane Rhodes. 
At the Boundaries of Abolitionism, Feminism, and Black Nationalism: The 
Activism of Mary Ann Shadd Cary 

 
Week 6: From Fugitives to Migrants: The Migration Narrative 
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Read Selections from: 
● Griffin, Farah Jasmine. 1995. "Who Set You Flowin'?" the African-American Migration Narrative. 

New York: Oxford University Press. 
● Anne C. Bailey. 2005. African Voices of the Atlantic Slave Trade: Beyond the Silence and the Shame. 

 
Week 7: Nationalism Without Nations 

● Ch. 3 Feminism and L’Internationalisme Noir: Paulette Nardal in Edwards, Brent Hayes. 
2003. The Practice of Diaspora: Literature, Translation, and the Rise of Black Internationalism. 
Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press.  

● Selective Chapters from: West, Michael O., William G. Martin, and Fanon Che Wilkins. 
2009. From Toussaint to Tupac the Black international since the age of revolution. Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press. 

● Guridy, Frank Andre. 2010. Forging Diaspora: Afro-Cubans and African Americans in a World of 
Empire and Jim Crow. Chapel Hill: UNC Press. 

ASSIGNMENT DUE: Comparative Book Review 
Week 8: Citizens Without Borders 
Week 9: Black Radical Feminism 

● Farah Jasmine Griffin: “Harlem Nocturne: Place, Gender and the Black Radical Tradition” 
Week 10: Decolonization: Black Liberation and Black Power 

● Assignment #2: Topical syllabus Due  
Week 11: Career of a Movement: From Noirisme to Negritude 

● David Scott. 2004. Conscripts of Modernity: The Tragedy of Colonial Enligthenment. Durham, NC: 
duke University Press.  

●  
Week 12: Legacies: On Black Consciousness, Black Power then Black Lives Matter (BLM) 
Week 13: African-America and the Right to Stay Home 

● Assignment #3: Rough-Draft Symposium Paper Due 
Week: 14: Conceptual Landscapes: Black Nationalism, Internationalism & Pan-Africanism 
Week 15:  Graduate Symposium on Black Revolutionary Transnationalism  

● Assignment #4: Final-Draft of Symposium Paper Due  
 
Some Useful Tips to Remember:  

● Familiarize yourself with Hacker A Pocket Style Manual and Strunk & White’s Elements of              
Style. Refer to them as needed throughout the semester. For reference on points of              
grammar, syntax, punctuation, and style, make sure to consult Hacker’s “Pocket Style            
Manual” on the Chicago style, which is to be used in papers in this class.  

● Papers must not exceed the page limit of what is asked for.  
● Extensions are only granted form extreme circumstances. For example, family or personal            

health emergency, jury duty and deadline conflicts between classes (for that, make sure to              
plan accordingly).  

● See Reviews in American History (American Historical Review) for models of extensive            
book reviews.  

 
 

A Short Selective Bibliography for Further Reading: 
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1. Barbara L. Solow. 1991.  Slavery and the Rise of the Atlantic System. Cambridge, UK: 
Cambridge University Press.  

2. James Walvin. 2000. The Making of the Black Atlantic: Britain and the African Diaspora. 
London, UK: Cassell.  

3. Darlene Clark Hine, and McLeod Jacqueline. Eds. 1999. Crossing Boundaries: Comparative 
History of Black people in the Diaspora. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press.  

4. Ruth Simms Hamilton. Routes of Passage: Rethinking the African Diaspora. East Lansing: 
Michigan State University Press, 2006.  

5. Mario Azevedo. 2005. Ed. African Studies: A Survey of Africa and the African Diaspora. 
Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press.  

6. Gerald Horne. 2012. Negro Comrades of the Crown: African Americans and the British Empire 
Fight the US before Emancipation. New York: New York University Press.  

7. __________2014. The Counter-Revolution of 1776: Slave Resistance and the Origins of the United 
States (New York: New York University Press; 

8. ___________2014. Race to Revolution: The United States and Cuba during Slavery and Jim Crow. 
New York: Monthly Review Press. 

9. Holloway, Jonathan Scott. 2002. Confronting the veil Abram Harris, Jr., E. Franklin Frazier, and 
Ralph Bunche, 1919-1941. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press.  

10. Newton, Freika, and Huey P. Newton. 2014. Revolutionary suicide (penguin classics deluxe 
edition). New York: Penguin Books.  

11. Stuckey, Sterling. 1987. Slave culture: nationalist theory and the foundations of Black America. New 
York: Oxford University Press. 

12. Singh, Nikhil Pal. 2004. Black is a country: race and the unfinished struggle for democracy. 
Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press. 

13. Davis, Angela Y. 1983. Women, race & class. New York: Vintage Books. 
14. From Sugar to Revolution: Women’s Visions of Haiti, Cuba, and the Dominican Republic 
15. Mullin, Michael. 1992. Africa in America: Slave Acculturation and Resistance in the American South 

and the British Caribbean, 1736-1831. Urbana: University of Illinois Press. 
16. Fischer, Sibylle. 2004. Modernity disavowed: Haiti and the Cultures of Slavery in the Age of 

Revolution. Durham: Duke University Press. 
17. Nesbitt, Nick. 2008. Universal emancipation: the Haitian Revolution and the radical Enlightenment. 

Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press. 
18. Chancy, Myriam J. A. 2012. From sugar to revolution: women's visions of Haiti, Cuba, and the 

Dominican Republic. 
19. Horne, Gerald. 2015. Confronting Black Jacobins: the United States, the Haitian Revolution, and the 

origins of the Dominican Republic. 
20. Wright, Michelle M. 2004. Becoming Black: creating identity in the African diaspora. Durham: 

Duke University Press. 
21. Zimmerman, Andrew. 2010. Alabama in Africa: Booker T. Washington, the German empire, and 

the globalization of the new South. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 
22. Rhodes, Jane, Mary Ann Shadd Cary: the Black Press and Protest in the Nineteenth Century. 

Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1998 
23. Berlin, Ira. 2010. The Making of African America: the Four Great Migrations. New York: Viking. 
24. Bob Vinson. “Introduction: African Diaspora History, Latin American History.” The 

Americas, Vol. 63.  
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25. Jane Landers. 2010. Atlantic Creoles.  
25. William and Mary Quarterly Forum. Third Series, Vol. LXIII, October 2006. 

o Robin Blackburn. “Haiti, Slavery, and the Age of the Democratic Revolution.”  
o Alison Games. “Beyond the Atlantic: English Globetrotters and Transoceanic 

Connections.”  
o Paul W. Mapp. “Atlantic History from Imperial, Continental, and Pacific 

Perspectives.”  
o Peter A. Coclanis. “Atlantic World or Atlantic/World.” 
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